
  Welcome back!  I am so grateful that you are part of 

our Mediterranean District because, with all your experi-

ence, expertise, and enthusiasm, you make our jobs so much 

easier.  I am confident that—with your involvement as stu-

dents, parents, educators, support staff, military commands, 

and other significant community members—this will be one 

of the best years ever!   
 Many teachers returned to schools early to work on 

technology, athletic schedules, medical records, Advanced 

Placement scores and analyses, and, Continuous School Im-

provement.  Others arrived ahead of schedule for the spe-

cialized training on the new Math curriculum implementa-

tion, and in September the same kind of training will take 

place for the Social Studies curriculum implementation.  New 

books and other learning materials have been received at the 

schools.  The Instructional Systems Specialists (ISSs) are planning their trips in response 

to requests from school administrators; our Acting Director of DoDEA, Ms. Marilee Fitz-

gerald, also is taking the opportunity to visit some of our locations; and, of course, I am on 

the road already to meet all of our new teachers and staff members, to reconnect with 

other familiar faces, and to talk with the Commands about the excellent work we do and 

the exceptional year we anticipate.  We want the most skilled and caring teachers we can 

find to teach our children.  That means that every day, in every way—just as the military 

must be at its peak in order to protect us and our country—we have to be “at the top of our 

game” in order to provide the very, very best for our students.   
 Support staffs are of great importance to us all.  Recently, while the administrators 

were meeting at a Europe-wide conference in Germany, many of the school Secretaries, 

Supply Technicians, and Administrative Officers had their own conference at the DSO.  

This was a welcome gathering, as attested to by the din of the conversations as everyone 

got to know new colleagues, renew long-established contacts, and ask questions of the 

many presenters from our Area Headquarters.  What they added to their already high-level 

knowledge base certainly will make your lives richer and easier.  I applaud the fine efforts 

of these wonderful Secretaries, Supply Technicians, and Administrative Officers.  We 

couldn’t manage without them! 
 The success of the Mediterranean District will be as great as the success of all 

those who make it work so well.  I am convinced that Educators, Support Staff, Students, 

Parents, Command, and Community Members will work together to ensure school scores 

of A+.  

 

 

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 
AUGUST  2011 

DODDS-EUROPE 

DSO MEDITERRANEAN 

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER  

Inside this issue: 

150th Anniversary of 

the Unification of 

Italy 

1 

 

 

Lajes Eighth Graders 

Create PSA Com-

mercials 

2 

ROTA ES 3rd Grade 

Class Visit to the 

Base Hospital 

3 

Math Train-The-

Trainer Model  

4 

Vicenza MS Teacher 

of the Year 

7 

Social Studies Curricu-

lum Implementation 
10 

Anuk Dayaprema—

DoDDS-Europe Spell-

ing Bee Champion 

 
Welcome to an Excit-

ing Year in Math for 
DoDEA and the Med 

 

 

Math Curriculum 

Implementation 

14 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Walker 

District Superintendent 

Mediterranean District 

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 1                                    AUGUST   2011 MISSION:  To Provide an Ex-

emplary Education that Inspires 

and Prepares All DoDEA Stu-

dents for Success in a Dynamic, 

Global Environment. 

 
VISION:  The Mediterranean 

District Office will provide lead-

ership, support, guidance, re-

sources, and quality control to 

ensure a successful educational 

environment at each school. 



The first requisite of success is the ability to apply your physical and mental energies to one problem without growing 
weary." Thomas Edison Page 1 
 

150th Anniversary of the 
Unification of Italy 

 
On Friday, June 3rd, Kyle Wood and Tia Juliano, 
accompanied by Ms Ambruoso, represented 
VHS at a ceremony to commemorate the 150th 
Anniversary of the Unification of Italy.  The day 
was chosen because it followed the holiday of 
June 2nd, The Republic Day.   
 
Advocate of State, Judge Giulio Bacosi, 
explained constitutional principles to the 900 
students representing all of the local high 
schools. Afterwards, Vice-Mayor Alessandra 
Moretti gave them a copy of "The Italian 
Constitution – Rulez," a publication produced by 
the City of Vicenza especially for the event. It is 
the Italian Constitution with commentary and 
pictures from the students’ point-of-view and 
with kid-friendly language.  
 
Several politicians and city representatives also 
were present at the Teatro Comunale: member of 
Parliament, Dr. Daniela Sbrollini; the City 
Council delegate, Marco Appoggi; some city 
councilors, including Luca Balzi, Francesca 
Nistico’, Raffaele Colombara (creator of a video 
150 years of Unity of Italy); and the Provincial 
Education Office director, Dr. Franco 
Venturella. "The Constitution is the cornerstone 
of our civil society,” said Judge Bacosi. “It is the 
patrimony of all. It should be known and 
respected.” 
 
The ceremony ended with the Italian National 
Anthem, accompanied by a white, red, and green 
video of the Italian flag made by local students 
during the current school year.  Senior Kyle 
Wood said, “I enjoyed going to the ceremony 
because I was able to experience true patriotism 
in students my own age.” Freshman Tia Juliano 
added, “The celebration for Italy's 150th 
anniversary of its unification was spectacular. I 
was awed at the amount of patriotism the Italian 
high school students exhibited, and I am 
honored to have had the opportunity to share in 
their pride.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
FOR BEGINNING OF SY YEAR 11-12 

• August 29 - First Day Back 

to School  

• September 5 – Labor Day 

Holiday 

• October 10 – Columbus Day 
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Eighth Graders Create and Tape 
Public Service Announcement 

Commercials 

After an extensive study of the United States 
Constitution, Ms. Donna Tucker’s 8th grade 
students helped to develop an excellent way to 
display their embracing of being active citizens 
of the United States of America.  The students 
created, designed, and developed a Public 
Service Announcement (PSA) commercial on 
“Anti-bullying” (6th period) and “Resisting Peer 
Pressure” (7th period).  Each class was then to 
film a three-minute PSA as their final project on 
May 25, 2011.   

 

 

 

 

 

The class producers and directors, Parker Brooks 
and Taylor Crawn (6th period) and Destinee 
Merkinson and Stephanie Billman (7th period),   
strove to achieve the ultimate goal, which was to 
have their final product viewed on the Lajes Air 
Force Base CAC Channel on AFN network. The 
6th period class gave a heartfelt “thank you” to 
Victoria Roberts, who took on the additional 
role of Producer in Parker Brooks’ absence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lajes’ Students are Portuguese 
Students for a Day 

Thirty-one Lajes high school students 
participated in an exchange program with a host 
nation school, Tomas de Borba.  Following up 
on the April 28th visit of the Portuguese students 
to Lajes, our students were paired-up with a 
Portuguese student to make the experience more 
enriching and enjoyable. These students were   
accompanied by Ms. Campos, Ms. Evans, Mr. 
Sanchez, and Mr. Smith.  

Students viewed a Portuguese regular day at 
school first hand and had the opportunity to 
learn about the Portuguese education system, 
spending the whole day in classes with their 
counterparts. 

Upon arrival at Tomas de Borba, Lajes students 
were welcomed by the administration and given 
the magnificent opportunity to attend a musical 
concert performed by some of the school’s 
music students. They listened to beautiful violin 
and cello musical pieces, just to name a few. The 
day continued as the students headed to their 
regular instruction, enjoying every minute they 
had during breaks or lunch time to try to catch 
up with what is similar and what is different in 
both schools. This was a day well spent that 
brought together both American and Host 
nation’s communities 
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Third Grade Visit to the Base 
Hospital 

On May 27, the third grade classes of Mrs. 
Thompson and Miss Rzeznik took a field trip to 
the base hospital.  This trip correlated with the 
third grade Health standards of 3EH1 (Practicing 
personal hygiene, health habits, and health 
promotion leads to lifelong learners) and 3HE1 
(a the student will identify organizations and 
agencies in the community that can help with 
health information and support the DGF 
Elementary Vision Statement).  The day’s 
activities were coordinated by Commander Batz 
of the base hospital. The students were divided 
into five small groups with a hospital 
representative as each group’s leader and then 
taken through five main parts of the hospital. 
Areas they visited were as follows: 

Operating Room: The students got to see where 
it was located and what steps were gone through 
for the patient and the surgeon prior to an 
operation.  They were also given surgical masks 
and hair nets just like the real doctors wear.   

Maternity Ward: Students were shown the area 
where parents come to have their babies and 
then they were given mannequin babies whom 
they had to measure and footprint—just like the 
nurses do with the real newborn babies.  

Dental Clinic: Students were shown the rooms 
where dentists work on people’s teeth.  They 
also heard about how to take care of their own 
teeth so they will last a long time.  They went to 
the lab where false teeth are made, and they 
were given toothbrushes, floss, and toothpaste to 
use on their teeth at home 

Training and Education Department: Here the 
students received education and lessons on how 
to use an AED to help save a life.  The students 
actually practiced opening an AED bag and 

putting the paddles on a training mannequin and 
then pushing the shock button when they were 
told to.   

Courtyard for “Move Your Body” campaign: 
The students participated in moving to the 
Beyonce song, “Move Your Body,” that goes 
along with Michelle Obama’s campaign to get 
our kids fit.  After learning the steps and then 
moving to the music, the students were given a 
healthy snack (that contained the recipe) and a 
glass of water provided by the hospital dietician 
staff. 

At the end of the trip the students had a better 
understanding of the various parts of the hospital 
and how everyone who works in a hospital 
wants to make sure they stay safe and healthy. 
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MATH  TRAIN-THE-TRAINER MODEL 
IMPLEMENTED IN THE 

MEDITERRANEAN DISTRICT 

Mediterranean Math facilitators have completed 
a successful Train-the-Trainer model for the new 
Math curriculum implementation in August, 
2011.  Dr. Michael Kestner, DoDEA Chief of 
Mathematics, and Lori Pickel, DoDEA Chief of 
Early Childhood, offered leadership through the 
Math Facilitators’ three days of  specific grade 
level training.   

Denise Webster-Cochenour, ECE ISS -Bavaria, 
Karen Dees, ECE ISS-Isles, and Lori Pickel 
collaborated to train the Everyday Mathematics 
curriculum for grades PreK-2. Participants in 
this section were Brenda Taylor (Ankara), 
Janyne Roers (Aviano ES), Katie Minehan 
(Bahrain), Ann Marie Daniele (Lajes), Raejean 
Bridges-Avalos (Livorno), Lana Linderman 
(Naples), Angelo Fichera (Rota), James Bowden 
(Sevilla), Judy Shannon (Sigonella), and Nancy 
Hacker (Vicenza). 

Joining Karen Deike, ECE ISS-MED, was Dr. 
Challice Rickard, ECE ISS-Heidelberg, for the 
Pearson enVision math training encompassing 
grades 3-5. Teacher facilitators who completed 
this training were Aimee Guignon (Ankara), 
Ellie DeGiorgio-Hudson (Aviano), Julie Shusko 
(Bahrain), Villet Gethers (Livorno), Gilda 
Yvonne Salinas (Naples), Sue Bosler (Rota), 
Anita Medeby (Sevilla), Christine Lopez 
(Sigonella), and Susan Gafford (Vicenza). 

Dr. Michael Kestner and Patti McNaughton, ISS 
Math-Bavaria, led the Middle School teachers 
through the Math Connects adoption. The 
Mediterranean District teachers who completed 
this portion of the training were Danielle 
Avenick (Ankara), John Murphy (Aviano MHS), 
Kristine Erb (Bahrain), Tim Ramey (Lajes), 
Robert Loyd (Livorno), Benjamin Anderson 
(Rota MHS), Sharon James (Sevilla), Michal 

Turner (Sigonella MHS), and Sylvia Fabiani 
(Vicenza MS). 

Leading the High School facilitators were Joy 
Schiele, ISS Math-Heidelberg, and Lourdes 
Alonso, ISS Math-MED. Joining them were 
Serrah Coruh (Ankara), Laura Corder (Aviano 
MHS), Judith Byrd (Bahrain), Eileen Kless 
(Lajes), Paula Brandon (Naples MHS), Tim 
Streeter (Rota MHS), and Adam Ridgley 
(Vicenza HS). 

The Mediterranean District Train-the-Trainer 
model will enable classroom teachers to receive 
initial training with the new materials prior to 
the first day of school. Three follow-up  half-
days throughout the year also will provide a 
more in-depth study of explicit concepts found 
in each adoption. This model will also provide 
buildings with a trained teacher who can answer 
questions, as well as provide building 
leadership. 

 

 

 

 

"Obstacles don't have to 

stop you. If you run into a 

wall, don't turn around 

and give up. Figure out 

how to climb it, go 

through it, or work around 

it."  

Michael Jordon 



The first requisite of success is the ability to apply your physical and mental energies to one problem without growing 
weary." Thomas Edison Page 5 
 

Creating Digital Stories for a 
Sure Start 

Students from the Presentation Software 
Applications class had the opportunity to use 
their outstanding skills with the Microsoft Power 
Point software for the benefit of others.  
Students enrolled in this course were assigned 
the task of creating a digital narrated story based 
on a teaching standard from the Sure Start 
program, such as learning about weights and 
measurements, artists such as Van Gogh and 
Matisse, and the difference between what is 
alive and not alive.   

Using storyboarding techniques, they had to 
create a storyline and graphic sketches of how 
they were going to teach the concept.  Then, 
after learning how to create detailed clip art 
from scratch, using just shapes and fill 
techniques, advanced animation, and how to 
develop recorded narration, the students went to 
work creating a complete animated cartoon.   

The final product included the student’s narrated 
voice telling the story.  All of the digital stories 
were packaged together onto a DVD, and the 
class presented the stories to the children during 
a field trip to the Elementary School.   Ms. 
Nancy DeCaro, Sure Start teacher, loved the 
project because it not only provided an 
integration of technology in the classroom, but 
also it was a great way to link the schools 

together with a common focus and goals, 
benefiting both parties involved.  DeCaro stated, 
“Because children learn in different ways, this is 
a great way for them to learn their Sure Start 
Standards.  It can be difficult to find technology 
that teaches these concepts appropriate for this 
age, and these digital stories actually do just 
that.”  It is truly exciting when student work can 
be created and used for the benefit of others, 
beyond just a grade.  
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Principals’ Lunch Meeting 
On Wednesday, 25 May, Vicenza High School 
hosted the Annual Principals’ Lunch Meeting 
for area high school administrators.  Among the 
attendees were Provincial Education Office 
Director, Dr. Franco Venturella; the Foreign 
Language Dept Liaison, Professor Elisa 
Spadavecchia; and local high school principals, 
teachers, and students.   

VHS students, together with their Italian 
counterparts, presented their exchange 
programs, while VHS teachers presented the 
professional development project they had 
initiated during school year 2010-11.   It was 
apparent that the American students were in love 
with the Italian schools, while the Italian kids 
were enthusiastic about the experience at VHS, 
which once more proved how cultural exchanges 
are stimulating and mind-opening. 

 

The objectives of these exchanges are not only 
to improve language proficiency, but also are to 
experience different didactic methodologies and 
to get to know different peoples and cultures—
with the expectation that our future generations 
will be successful in a dynamic global society. 

 

 

 

Dr. Venturella declared, “It was a really 
interesting experience that enriched both the 
Italian and the American students. When you get 
in touch with a different type of school system, 
it can only be a growing experience.  It was an 
enriching opportunity both for the teachers and 
for these new generations. We need to keep in 
mind that these young people shouldn’t have 
cultural borders; they are citizens of the world.” 
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VICENZA MIDDLE SCHOOL  

TEACHER-OF-THE-YEAR 

This event was a Vicenza Middle School 
community effort to congratulate Mrs.  Angela 
Wilson, 7th grade Language Arts/ Speech 
Teacher at Vicenza MS, on her selection as The 
2012 Mediterranean District Teacher-of-the-
Year.  Ms. Wilson will be competing worldwide 
with other DoDEA selectees, as well as with all 
national applicants, for the ultimate honor of 
DoDEA Teacher-of-the-Year.   

 

 

The ceremony coincided with the 7th grade 
Team Medieval Festival where our students 
dressed and performed skits to depict artifacts 
and events of that time. 

 

 

The second picture shows from left to right: Dr. 
Elizabeth Walker, Superintendent of the 
Mediterranean District; Ms. Angle Wilson, 
Mediterranean Teacher of the Year; Ms. Kim 
Stephenson, 7th grade Team Leader; Mr. 
Chance Wilson, team member; Ms. Melanie 
Mannm, team member; Mr George Hanby, team 
member; and Dr.  Julio Gonzalez, VMS 
Principal. 

 

 

It was an emotionally charged afternoon for all 
as Ms. Wilson walked the school hallways to be 
congratulated by all of our students, parents, and 
teachers at the end of the day!  This honor 
recognized all our teachers who, like Ms. 
Wilson, make an intentional effort to actively 
engage students in learning on a daily basis! 
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Volunteers Honored by 
Stakeholders, Partnerships, 

and Communications 

The Lajes Unit School hosted its Stakeholders, 
Partnerships, and Communications’ Volunteer 
Tea for the 2010-2011 school year.  Volunteers 
were recognized for their spirit of partnership 
with the school, responding to the DoDEA 
Community Strategic Plan stipulation that 
“Every level of DoDEA will develop, promote, 
and maintain partnerships and communications 
to enhance student development.”  

The event celebrated volunteerism and 
partnership with the community. Many 
volunteers attended this event.  Among them 
were those who supported school wide activities, 
such as Bed Time Pajama Reading Day Around 
the World, Energy Awareness Activity, Native 
American History, the Weather Man, Arbor 
Day, Earth Week, the Entomologist, Lightning 
Thief Week,  and many other events throughout 
the year.  The school recognized individual 
volunteers, as well as associations, such as the 
PTO and the SAC members.   

Unique this year was Lt Col Axelbank’s 
mentorship program, involving participants who 
came to school to provide individual tutoring, 
reading, and or other support to teachers and 
students.  Present were Col Joseph Rivera and 
MSgt Lopez, representing Lt Col Axelbank, by 
passing out certificates to this group of 
volunteers. Col Rivera spoke on the importance 
of volunteers, how volunteers are moved by an 
altruistic call to serve others and, in so doing, 
contribute to a quality learning environment, 
which has an impact on the whole community.   

 

 

 

A reception followed.  All the 
participants realized how important these 
partnerships are to the quality of the school and 
that more of these partnerships should be in 
place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"It is literally true 
that you can succeed 
best and quickest by 

helping others to 
succeed." 

Napoleon Hill 
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Art and Music Spring Gala 
Entertains and Awes 

Supporters 
The Music Department of Lajes Unit School 
featured, on 12 May, the Lajes School 
Beginning,  Intermediate/Advanced, Jazz, & 
Dixieland Bands; the Lajes Elementary and 
Middle School/High School Choruses; and a 
performance by the Lajes Break Dancing Club 
“Skittlez Cru.”  The Art Department also 
presented visual Gym works by all Lajes 
Elementary, Middle and High School art 
students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Janeen Teixeira directed the elementary 
chorus who presented both vocal and dance 
routines.  Ann Engels directed the high school 
choir and both the Beginning and Advanced 
bands, noting the great improvement in their 
year-long quest.  A Jazz Band and Dixieland 
Band, comprised of both students, faculty 
members, and Air Force personnel, exhibited 
just how much talent Lajes has within its 
community.  The excitement increased with the 
performance of break dancers and rappers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A large crowd filled the elementary school gym 
as the Master of Ceremonies, Davion Russell 
complimented each performance.  Adding to the 
color of the evening were the hundreds of art 
displays decorating the wall showing the artistic 
talents of those students taking art under Mrs. 
Nicole Hoff.  This concert was a wonderful 
reminder of what students can achieve. 
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Welcome to Our Exciting New  

Social Studies Materials! 

School year 2011-12 will be the first year of curriculum implementation 

with our new PreK-6
th

 grade Social Studies materials published by Scott 

Foresman Pearson.   

 

These current, research-based materials expressly target reading skills tied to our Reading 

Street series while teaching social studies content geared to DoDEA standards. Check out the standards  

at http://www.dodea.edu/curriculum/socialStudies.cfm  These new materials also provide teachers with  

tremendously sound platforms for subject integration and differentiated instruction. All lessons and  

materials are created to integrate smoothly with the Reading Street materials in the same grade levels. The  

program includes a mixture of types of writing, including six  

genres of non-fiction. 

 

Technology is a crucial component of the materials, including 

Video Field Trips, Test Talk, Leveled Readers, songs and 

music, Audio Text, Test Bank, Document-based Questions, 

and much more.  Some Leveled Readers are in actual hard 

copy for the classrooms but considerably more are available 

online. Try this site for some fun activities and links: 

http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html  

 

The Leveled Readers, Social Studies readers written to be of 

high interest to students and at various level of difficulty, accompany each grade level subject area.  

Leveled Readers provide support for every child and, through technology, every parent. 

 

We have excellent SS Teacher Leaders from each school in our District.  They completed their training 

last spring and will be training their own staffs this fall.  We look forward to supporting our schools and 

teachers as they work with these exciting new materials that bring our social studies curriculum right up 

to date, both in content and instructional practices.  

   

 

Rebecca & Martha 

Rebecca Anderson  and  Martha Parsons 
ISSs for Social Studies 
DoDEA-Mediterranean District 
DSN 634-6987/8457, CIV 39-0444-716987/8457 

Email:  rebecca.anderson@eu.dodea.edu or 
martha.parsons@eu.dodea.edu 

 

 

http://www.dodea.edu/curriculum/socialStudies.cfm
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html
mailto:noni.hoag@eu.dodea.edu
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Lajes Middle School Students 
Enjoy Trip to Commemorate 

Earth Week 2011 
During a field trip organized by Silverio DeMelo 
to commemorate Earth Week, 2011, Lajes Unit 
School students in the Middle School grades 
celebrated the efforts of locals in the Azores 
who show respect for the Earth.  They first went 
to the organic farms in Fontinhas, where 
students enjoyed samples of organic produce 
and learned some background in sustainable 
farming.   

Following the visit to the farm, students and 
teachers traveled up to Serra do Cumme and 
enjoyed the breathtaking beauty of the island.  
Mr. Robinson and Mr. Ramey then discussed 
some of the details about wind energy while 
touring the windmills. For lunch, the Middle 
School Team traveled to Zona da Lazer in Sao 
Bras, where students and teachers were able to 
play ultimate Frisbee, Capture the Flag, and 
Tug-of-War.  To finish off the study trip, 
students were treated to a bit of Spanish 
literature by Mr. Javier Graham about Don 
Quixote’s epic story of La Mancha and the 
fierce attacks on the imaginary monsters, which 
were nothing more than windmills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Graham continued the entertainment by 
leading improvisational skits, featuring many of 
the students.  Two students even sang to the 
middle school about the Constitution.  The 
culmination of yet another successful study trip 
was a middle school Toonies presentation in Mr. 
Ramey’s room.  Lajes Middle School students 
demonstrated wonderful behavior and 
enthusiasm for the area in which they live. 
Students also increased their appreciation for 
Earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Strength does not 

come from physical 

capacity. It comes 

from an indomitable 

will."  

Mahatma Gandhi 



The first requisite of success is the ability to apply your physical and mental energies to one problem without growing 
weary." Thomas Edison Page 12 
 

Lajes Schools - Earth Day and 
Earth Week 2011 Partnership with 

the 65th Environmental Unit 

The 65th Environmental Unit on Base   
supported the Lajes E/H School Earth 
Day/Week Activity, starting with an exhibit of 
posters developed by students on the topic of 
“Conserving Today, Securing Tomorrow,” 
which is being displayed at the BX.  On 
Thursday, 21 April, the 65th Environmental Unit 
invited the president of a local environmental 
organization, the G-QUESTA, to make a 
presentation on environmental awareness to the   
4th and 5th graders. On that same day, 1st grade 
through 3rd viewed A Garbage Tale,  An 
Environmental Adventure

 

, a video that dealt 
with the scenario of trash and the need to reduce, 
reuse, and recycle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, 26 April, Lajes Middle School 
went on a trip to the Organic Farm in Fontinhas, 
the wind farm, and the Ponta das Contendas bird 
sanctuary.  On that same day, the Eco-Island 
club participated in a tree-planting activity by 
the new fire station on Base. On Wednesday, 27 
April, the fourth and fifth graders visited Monte 
Brasil to learn about the endemic or original 
vegetation of the Azores.  

 

On Thursday, 28 April, a local school visited the 
Lajes Unit School to view a Starlab presentation. 
Friday, the entomologist, “the bug man,” came 
to the school for a series of presentations on 
insects, bugs, and much more.  Thanks to this 
valuable partnership with the 65th Environmental 
Unit, Lajes Unit School once again offered its 
students a quality program on the earth and 
environmental awareness. 
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Latin America Lajes’ Geo Games 

Students in Mr. Carter Hoff’s 7th grade World 
Geography class prepared for an upcoming test 
in a very unique and exciting way.  Students 
created Latin America Geo Games that the class 
used to review major geographic characteristics, 
economic systems, historical events, and 
different forms of government from countries 
around the world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The games ranged from a Latin American-based  
monopoly-type game known as Collect the 
Wealth to a geographic puzzle-based trivia game 
called Puzzlemania.  Collect the Wealth creator, 
Jeremiah Harris, explained that the goal of his 
game is “To buy as many countries as you can 
by answering trivia questions and accumulating 
money.”  

 

 

 

 

 

The player with the highest Gross Domestic 
Product total for the countries they purchased at 
the end of the game is the winner.  Yohei Sparks 
said, “This activity was a very interesting way to 
learn the information.”  It all goes to show that 
learning really can be fun.  Let’s hope all of the 
hard work pays off on the upcoming test!  
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Anuk Dayaprema, DoDDS-Europe  

Spelling Bee Champion 

Anuk represented us at the PTSA Scripps 
National Spelling Bee Contest that was held in 
the Washington, DC, area.  The PTSA donated 
$100.00 for personal expenses.   

 

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Gonzalez; VMS 
Principal; Mrs. Dayaprema; Anuk Dayaprema, 
6th grader; Mr. Dayaprema; and Mrs. Misty 
Reardon, PTSA President 2011-2012. 

 

First Annual Poetry Café 

Sponsored by Mrs. Wiley 

 During the Month of April, the whole nation 
celebrated Poetry Month.  In our Information 
Center, Mrs. Wiley conducted Poetry Writing 
Workshops with Mrs. Black’s Fifth Grade and 
Mrs. Evans’ 10th Grade students.  These students 
wrote 5-7 poems during the three workshop 
sessions.    

 

 

 

On Tuesday, May 3, Lajes Elementary High 
School Information Center held the FIRST 
ANNUAL Poetry Café Readings of Original 
Student Poetry.  The candlelit room, soft music, 
hot chocolate, coffee, home-baked cookies, 
muffins, and, of course, the “open mic” set the 
scene for students to share poetry with their 
invited guests and their parents. 

It is hoped that this will become an event that 
involves more of the students next year.  They 
were really creative when “they got into it.”  
Many were able to express some very deep-felt 
emotions through their writing.  Special thanks 
go to the teachers who encouraged their students 
to participate in the writing and reading of their 
original poetry, to the teachers who brought their 
classes to be the audience, and to Mrs. Weddle 
who helped provide cookies for the café. 
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Lajes MS students welcome 
Portuguese Students’ Visit 

from Biscoitos  
Portuguese sixth grade students from Biscoitos 
both taught and entertained the Lajes Unit 
School’s sixth and seventh graders as Power 
Points about the Azores were shown and 
traditional music swelled the elementary 
cafeteria from three young Portuguese ladies.   

Arranged by Carter Hoff, two Portuguese 
teachers accompanied the over 30 visiting 
students who attended classes and ate lunch with 
the Lajes students, The AVID students likewise 
presented a PowerPoint on America.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The time is always 

right to do what is 

right."  

Martin Luther King 

Jr. 
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Welcome to an Exciting 
Year in Mathematics for 
DoDEA and the MED! 

Submitted by Lourdes Alonso, Instructional 
Systems Specialist for Secondary Mathematics 

Each of the Math programs was selected based 
on alignment with our standards, and the 
recommendations from NCTM emphasizing 
active learning which engages our students.  The 
materials reflect the changes taking place in 
Mathematics education and have many 
interactive components allowing students to take 
and active role and construct their own learning. 
The training for our teachers emphasizes the 
need for a balance between conceptual and 
procedural knowledge. There is excellent digital 
tutorial support in the resources, including 
software and online tutorial support, online 
edition of the books, as well as numerous 
additional resources for differentiation, in order 
to meet the needs of all of our students. Hands- 
on games and activities capture the imagination 
and help students connect to essential concepts. 

The Exam View Assessment Suite available 
from 3rd grade through Geometry provides a 
comprehensive assessment including both 
formative and summative assessment.  The 
Exam View Test Player allows students to take 
tests and quizzes online. The Exam View 
Manager will correct the multiple choice 
questions and analyze results, providing 
additional data for the teacher to adjust 
instruction.  Other high school courses have 
separate test generators. 

 

 

These materials help students appreciate that 
math can enrich anyone’s life; that it is a lively, 
interesting subject, with many applications and 
great relevancy; and, most of all, that it can be 
understood by all, so that our next generation of 
graduates will never say:  “When am I ever 
going to use this?” … or worse, “I can’t do 
math!”  Instead, with these new resources, we 
hope to further encourage and inspire our 
students, so that they will feel the satisfaction of 
meeting challenges and succeeding, each 
working at his or her maximum potential.  In 
DoDEA we live the maxim that every student 
can learn math! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hear and I forget. 
I see and I 
remember. 
I do and I 

understand. 
 

-Chinese proverb 
 



   

Everyday Mathematics 

Everyday Mathematics for Pre-K –2 stu-
dents is a structured, rigorous, and proven 

program that helps students learn mathe-

matical reasoning and develop strong math 

skills. It has been developed as a research-

based math program from the University of 

Chicago School Mathematics.  

  Children learn and practice all basic math 

facts in multiple ways including paper and 

pencil exercises, hands-on use of manipula-

tives, and skills-based mathematics games. 

While traditional math classes  give students 

a sur- face under-

standing of concepts, 

Every- day Mathe-
matics students are 

encour- aged to com-

bine approaches to 

get a better overall 

under- standing. 

Parents are a vital component of the Every-

day Mathematics program. Teachers and 

Administrators have and will be providing 

more information to support students. 

enVision Math 

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will be experienc-

ing the new Pearson enVision Math program. 

This program has been designed with a  visual 

learning component in which students see Topic 

videos demonstrating the lessons and skills they 

will be learning. 

This program may be familiar to families as it 

comes from Pearson products, the same publisher 

DoDEA students use for English, Language Arts 

and Social Studies. Log-ins for the  online access 

remain the same for all three Pearson programs.  

Students will  have access to an online textbook 

as well as games to support their learning of 

particular topics. These interactive activities 

both stimulate thinking and provide motivation 

while learning math!  

Parent, teachers and 

students will em-

brace these two 

math programs in 

which every child 

counts! 

Secondary Math Focus: 

  Conceptual Understanding through Active Learning 

  Welcome to an exciting 

year in Math for DoDEA 

and the MED!  

Each of the Math programs 

was selected based on align-

ment with our standards, and 

the recommendations from 

NCTM emphasizing active 

learning which engages our 

students.  The materials 

reflect the changes taking 

place in Mathematics educa-

tion and have many interac-

tive components allowing 

students to take and active 

role and construct their own 

learning. The training for our 

teachers emphasizes the need 

for a balance between the 

conceptual and procedural 

knowledge. There is excellent 

tutorial support online, online 

editions of the books, as well 

as numerous additional re-

sources for differentiation in 

order to meet the needs of all 

of our students. Hands on 

games and activities  capture 

the imagination and help 

students connect to essential 

concepts. 

The Exam View Assessment 

Suite available from 3rd grade 

through Geometry, provides a 

comprehensive assessment 

including both formative and 

summative assessment.  The 

Exam View Test Player allows 

students to take tests and 

quizzes online. The Exam View 

Manager will correct the 

multiple choice questions and 

analyze results, providing 

additional data for the 

teacher to adjust instruction.  

Other high school courses 

have separate test genera-

tors . 

How Can Parents 

Help at Home? 

 

Create a home-

work routine 

Communicate with 

the teachers 

Ask your child to 

explain how a 

problem was 

solved 

Be accepting of 

mistakes 

Share real-life 

math situations 

with your child 

Two Elementary Math Curriculums: 
Everyday Math, Pre-K-2 and Pearson enVision 3-5 

DoDEA Mediterranean District 

Math Curriculum Implementation  

Ready to Roll! 

August, 2011 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Teacher Leaders! 

    

 The Mediterranean schools 

are using a Teacher Leader 

program this year. Teacher 

Leaders from our Early 

Childhood , Intermediate, 

Middle School and High 

School complexes have 

attended an intensive train-

ing for their respective 

curriculum adoptions. These 

teachers are training their 

colleagues with the use of 

the new materials and will 

offer teacher support for 

the programs throughout 

the year.  

These materials help students 

appreciate that math can enrich 

anyone’s life, that it is a lively, 

interesting subject with many 

applications and great relevancy, 

and most of all, that it can be 

understood by all, so that our 

next generation of graduates will 

never say:  “When am I ever 

going to use this?” … or worse, “I 

can’t do math!”  Instead, we hope 

that our teachers will encourage 

and inspire our students, so that 

they will feel the satisfaction of 

meeting  challenges and succeed-

ing, each working at his or her 

maximum potential.  In DoDEA 

we live the maxim that every 

student can learn math! 

I hear and I forget. 

 

I see and I remember. 

 

I do and I understand. 

 

Chinese proverb 

Mediterranean Dis-

trict Instructional 

Systems Specialists 

will support all class-

room teachers with 

the math adoptions. 

They will be available 

to offer trainings, 

materials, consulta-

tion and management 

ideas, assisting our 

MED teachers with 

what they do best, 

Teach Children! 

DoDEA standards are 

correlated to texts for 

both Elementary and 

Secondary math adop-

tions. 
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