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A well-administered athletic program is an integral part of the total curriculum of DoDDS-E high schools 
and should enhance the physical, mental, social, and emotional growth of each participant.  Good 
sportsmanship and ethical behavior must be the cornerstones of an athletic program.  The National 
Federation of State High School Associations outlines the following philosophy of good sportsmanship.  
 
"Good sportsmanship is viewed by the NFHS as a commitment to fair play, ethical behavior and integrity.  
In perception and practice, sportsmanship is defined as those qualities, which are characterized, by 
generosity and genuine concern for others. The ideals of sportsmanship apply equally to all activity 
disciplines.  Individuals, regardless of their role in activities, are expected to be aware of their influence on 
the behavior of others and model good sportsmanship." 
 
Everyone associated with interscholastic sports has an obligation and responsibility to promote good 
sportsmanship.  Of particular concern this year, has been the behavior and response of spectators to the 
outcomes of some athletic events, actions of the coaches, and decisions of game officials.  Principals, 
coaches, athletic directors, students, and parents should be working together to ensure compliance with 
expectations established for high school athletics. The expectations, developed by the National 
Federation of State High School Associations, are listed below.   
 
Expectations of Parents, Students and Other Fans or Audience Members 
 Realize that a ticket is a privilege to observe a contest and support high school activities, not a 

license to verbally assault others or to be generally obnoxious. 
 Respect decisions made by contest officials. 
 Be an exemplary role model by positively supporting teams in every manner possible, including 

content of cheers and signs. 
 Respect fans, coaches, directors and participants. 
 Be a fan… not a fanatic. 

 
When infractions by students occur, coaches and officials should handle them appropriately.  An official, 
the principal, the athletic director or designated alternate has the authority to require spectators to leave 
the sports area during a game, practice, or contest if they are not following the guidelines for behavior 
outlined in the school handbook, code of conduct, or National Federation rules and expectations.  
DoDDS-E principals need the active support of parents to bring a sense of order, dignity, and fun to all 
athletic events.   I ask for your support and assistance. 
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